
Sample Vegetation 

It is important to have a basic understanding of the habitat prior to recommending any 

practices.  Therefore, after you have drawn a basic vegetation map, make a visit to the property 

to better define those vegetation categories.  Walk through each vegetation category delineated 

and identify the dominate overstory, midstory and understory species.  For example, the 

savannah area may now be classified as post oak savannah with a little bluestem and Indiangrass 

understory.   A wooded forest may now be a post oak and water oak forest with a dense thicket 

of yaupon in the midstory and little to no understory vegetation.  Also take note of areas that 

have been converted to tame grass pastures such as Bermuda grass as these areas will have little 

wildlife value.   

Here is a list of questions you should be asking yourself while touring the property: 

1. Is there a sufficient amount of browse, grasses, forbs and cover available to wildlife?    

2. Do you see a diverse number of plant species present or would you say each area consists 

of only a few species?   

3. Are cattle are present on the property, and if so is the vegetation grazed at the proper 

rate?  If a cow was standing in rangeland 50 yards from you would you be able to see her 

knees or hooves?   

4. How many different stages of succession (early, mid, late) are present? 

5. Is water a limiting factor?  Are natural water sources available and distributed across the 

property? 

6. How much edge is present?  Are edges abrupt or gradual? 

7. How are habitats arranged?  Is there sufficient interspersion? 

These are just a handful of questions to think about while visiting the property.  Begin looking 

and judging habitat from a wildlife perspective.  Understand the requirements of your target 

species and determine if that habitat requirement exists and categorize its quality (good, fair, or 

poor).  Start thinking about how you can enhance the habitat that currently exists or in other 

words how can you make a poor or fair habitat good.  If habitat is not sufficient how can you 

create good habitat using the tools you have learned about in this class?   


